
Wee Waa – Pilliga – Burren Junction

Western Namoi Floodplain

The alluvial floodplains of the lower Namoi River and the sandy ridges of the 
Pilliga Sandstones Outwash form a structurally and floristically diverse range of 
habitats and communities.

The floodplains typically have an open canopy of various Eucalyptus species, a 
sparse shrub layer and a continuous ground cover of grasses, forbs and herbs. 
The Pilliga Outwash woodlands in this area are dominated by a denser canopy 
of various Box, Red Gums and Ironbarks, with a sub-canopy and shrub layer 
intermixed with grasses and herbs.

The area encompassed in this brochure covers nearly 315,000 hectares and 182 
species of birds have been recorded here. Species range from small woodland 
dependant species to the Emu’s of the plains to the raptors of the grassy 
woodlands to the parrots, cockatoos and waterbirds of the river and creeks.

Note 

given in decimal degrees.

directions, map and GPS coordinates for more information.

local Rural Lands Protection Board office. Please contact either the Narrabri 

for information on road conditions and closures.

Pian Creek © James Faris

© Dean Ingwersen

BIRD ROUTES

of the

 WESTERN 

NAMOI 

FLOODPLAINS

RATITEHERON, SPOONBILL, ALLIESSNIPE, CURLEW, ALLIESBEE-EATER, ROLLERCUCKOO-SHRIKE, TRILLERWHITE EYE & ALLIES
EmuLatham’s SnipeRainbow Bee-eater*Silvereye

Eastern Great Egret
QUAIL, PHEASANT etcIntermediate EgretMarsh SandpiperOLD WORLD WARBLERS
Stubble QuailTREECREEPERLittle Grassbird
Brown QuailSTINT, SANDPIPER, ALLIESRufous Songlark

Sharp-Tailed SandpiperBrown TreecreeperWHISTLER, SHRIKE-THRUSHBrown Songlark
GOOSE,  DUCKGlossy Ibis*
Magpie Goose *BUTTON-QUAILBOWERBIRDGrey Shrike-thrushSWALLOW, MARTIN

Straw-necked IbisPainted Button-QuailSpotted Bowerbird
Black SwanRoyal SpoonbillWOODSWALLOW

Yellow-billed SpoonbillTERN, NODDY, GULLFAIRY-WREN, GRASSWRENFairy Martin
Superb Fairy-wrenTree Martin

OSPREY, HAWK, EAGLE
Grey TealBlack-shouldered KiteSilver GullVariegated Fairy-wrenSTARLING, MYNA, BLACKBIRD

Black KiteCOCKATOO, CORELLASCRUBWREN & ALLIES
Brown GoshawkGlossy Black-CockatooSpeckled WarblerBUTCHERBIRD, CURRAWONG

Blue-billed DuckGrey ButcherbirdFLOWERPECKER, SUNBIRD
GalahPied ButcherbirdMistletoebird

GREBEYellow-rumped Thornbill
Little EagleYellow ThornbillFINCH, SPARROW

Zebra Finch
FALCONBuff-rumped ThornbillFANTAIL
Nankeen KestrelPARROTS, ROSELLAInland ThornbillGrey FantailRed-browed Finch

PIGEON, DOVEBrown FalconRed-winged Parrot
Superb ParrotPARDALOTEPlum-headed Finch

Black FalconSpotted PardaloteRAVEN, CROW
Eastern RosellaStriated Pardalote

CRANEPale-headed RosellaLittle RavenPIPIT
Brolga*HONEYEATER, CHATRichard’s Pipit

Blue Bonnet
CRAKE, RAIL, GALLINULERed-rumped ParrotFLYCATCHER, MONARCH

FROGMOUTHPurple SwamphenBudgerigarLeaden Flycatcher
Tawny FrogmouthRestless Flycatcher

Black-tailed Native-henCUCKOONoisy MinerMagpie-Lark
SWIFTYellow-throated MinerNOTES:

MUD-NEST BUILDERSpecies in bold Italics are listed as 

CORMORANT, SHAG, PELICANSTILT, AVOCET
Black-winged StiltHAWK OWL

Southern BoobookROBIN
* This list includes those species that 
are not common and have only been 
recorded once or are rare sightings of 
local or migratory species

PLOVER, DOTTERELKINGFISHERRed-capped Robin
Noisy FriarbirdHooded Robin

Banded LapwingLaughing KookaburraLittle FriarbirdEastern Yellow Robin
Masked LapwingSacred Kingfisher
Grey-headed Lapwing**Painted HoneyeaterOLD WORLD WARBLER** Vagrant species

BABBLERThis list is based upon Christidis and 
Boles 2008 taxanomic revision of 
Australian Birds.

Grey-crowned Babbler

Bird List
TSR’s & Agricultural Landscapes

and animal communities. Remnant vegetation and revegetation plantings on 
properties, road verges, travelling stock routes, creek lines and inland rivers 
along with natural and artificial wetlands, dams and channels are common in 
many agricultural areas. 

These areas support many bird species within agricultural landscapes; 

they also provide linkages across the wider landscape by allowing dispersal and 
movement through vegetation corridors.

Other species encountered

the Brigalow woodlands. 

Aboriginal Occupation

The Gamilaraay (Kamilaroi) people have occupied this area for thousands of 
years. The floodplains and red sandy ridges support a diverse range of plants 
and animal species many of which were used for food, making canoes, tools 
and food preparation utensils, shelter, ceremony and trading. Many species of 
plants and animals were consumed. The river, lagoons and billabongs provided 
water, food and trees for canoes, and the red sandy ridges provided food as well 
as higher and dryer camping sites during wet years and floods. Evidence of their 
past occupation can still be found around some of the waterholes and on the red 
ridges in the form of scarred and carved trees, and the occasional stone tool.

Aboriginal Scarred Tree

© James Faris

Bugilbone Ridge 

© James Faris



N
o

. 
8

. 
Y

e
l
l
o

w
b

a
n

k
 T

S
R

S 
30

 1
1.

55
0 

 E
 1

49
 2

8.
43

4
DE

SC
RI

PT
IO

N 
– 

A 
po

pu
lar

 fis
hin

g s
po

t o
n t

he
 N

am
oi 

Ri
ve

r d
om

ina
te

d b
y o

ld 
Ri

ve
r R

ed
 

Gu
m

s a
nd

 Co
oli

ba
h,

 Q
uin

ine
 an

d R
ive

r C
oo

ba
. 

DI
RE

CT
IO

NS
 –

 Tu
rn

 o
ff 

th
e 

Ka
m

ila
ro

i H
wy

 1
km

 fr
om

 W
ee

 W
aa

 o
nt

o 
Co

tto
n 

La
ne

. 
Ap

pr
ox

im
at

ely
 4.

3 k
m

 al
on

g t
ur

n r
igh

t o
nt

o t
he

 TS
R a

nd
 fo

llo
w 

th
e d

irt
 tr

ac
k d

ow
n t

o t
he

 
Na

m
oi 

Ri
ve

r. F
ur

th
er

 al
on

g C
ot

to
n L

an
e y

ou
 w

ill 
en

co
un

te
r a

 sm
all

 la
go

on
 on

 th
e s

ide
 of

 
th

e r
oa

d. 
Th

is 
sm

all
 w

at
er

 b
od

y s
up

po
rts

 a 
nu

m
be

r o
f s

m
all

 b
us

h 
bir

ds
 as

 w
ell

 as
 m

an
y 

wa
de

rs 
an

d w
at

er
bir

ds
. 

BI
RD

S –
 Ea

ste
rn

 Ro
se

lla
s, 

Co
ck

at
iel

s, 
Re

d-
ru

m
pe

d P
ar

ro
ts,

 Li
ttl

e F
ria

rb
ird

s, 
Ko

ok
ab

ur
ra

s, 
Sc

ar
ed

 K
ing

fis
he

rs,
 E

as
te

rn
 Y

ell
ow

 R
ob

ins
, W

hit
e 

Plu
m

ed
 h

on
ey

ea
te

rs,
 C

or
m

or
an

ts,
 

Da
rte

rs 
an

d D
uc

ks
.

N
o

. 
5
. 
 M

i
d

d
l
e
 R

o
u

t
e
 T

S
R

S 
30

 1
5.

79
7 

  
 E

 1
49

 0
.6

54
Th

is T
SR

 is
 ty

pic
al 

of
 th

e o
pe

n n
or

th
-w

es
t fl

oo
dp

lai
n g

ra
ssy

 w
oo

dla
nd

s o
f B

ela
h,

 Co
oli

ba
h,

 
Ri

ve
r R

ed
 G

um
 an

d M
ya

ll w
ith

 st
an

ds
 of

 Bi
m

bil
 Bo

x a
nd

 In
lan

d G
re

y b
ox

.

DI
RE

CT
IO

NS
 –

 M
idd

le 
Ro

ut
e 

is 
a 

dir
t r

oa
d 

th
at

 ru
ns

 fr
om

 M
er

ah
 N

or
th

 to
 B

ug
ilb

on
e 

Ri
dg

e. 
Th

is 
ro

ad
 is

 de
fin

ite
ly 

a d
ry

 w
ea

th
er

 ro
ad

 on
ly.

  T
he

 TS
R o

n t
he

 so
ut

he
rn

 si
de

 of
 th

e 
ro

ut
e i

s q
uit

e e
xt

en
siv

e a
nd

 is
 up

 to
 7 

km
 w

ide
 fr

om
 th

e r
oa

d d
ow

n t
o t

he
 riv

er.
 Ac

ce
ss 

to
 

th
e N

am
oi 

Ri
ve

r i
s o

n 
a t

ra
ck

 th
at

 cr
os

se
s t

he
 TS

R.
 Tu

rn
 so

ut
h 

on
to

 th
e T

SR
 fr

om
 M

idd
le 

Ro
ut

e R
d 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
ely

 1
8k

m
 fr

om
 B

ug
ilb

on
e o

r 3
1k

m
 fr

om
 M

er
ah

 N
or

th
. F

oll
ow

 th
e 

tra
il, 

ta
kin

g e
ith

er
 fo

rk
 do

wn
 to

 th
e r

ive
r. 

BI
RD

S 
– 

Em
us

, B
lue

 B
on

ne
ts,

 G
ala

hs
, P

ale
-h

ea
de

d 
Ro

se
lla

s, 
Ko

ok
ab

ur
ra

s, 
M

as
ke

d 
La

pw
ing

s a
nd

 G
ro

un
d C

uc
ko

o-
sh

rik
es

.

N
o

. 
6
. 
R

o
s
s
m

o
r

e
 L

a
n

e
 T

S
R

S 
30

 0
4.

94
9 

 E
 1

49
 0

3.
77

8
A 

se
cti

on
 o

f P
ian

 C
re

ek
 w

hic
h 

is 
a o

ld 
ch

an
ne

l o
f t

he
 N

am
oi 

Ri
ve

r f
rin

ge
d 

by
 Co

oli
ba

h,
 

Ri
ve

r C
oo

ba
, C

um
bu

ng
i a

nd
 Li

gn
um

 w
ith

 th
e o

cc
as

ion
al 

Gr
ey

 Bo
x a

nd
 Re

d g
um

.

DI
RE

CT
IO

NS
 –

 Fr
om

 th
e K

am
ila

ro
i H

wy
 tu

rn
 on

to
 Ro

ssm
or

e L
an

e a
pp

ro
xim

at
ely

 11
.5k

m
 

fro
m

 Bu
rre

n J
un

cti
on

. F
oll

ow
 th

e l
an

e f
or

 2.
3 k

m
 th

en
 tu

rn
 le

ft 
on

to
 th

e T
SR

 at
 th

e fi
rst

 se
t 

of
 ta

nk
s a

nd
 tr

ou
gh

s. 
Pa

rk
 he

re
 an

d w
an

de
r e

ith
er

 w
ay

 al
on

g t
his

 se
cti

on
 of

 th
e c

re
ek

.

BI
RD

S –
 B

lac
k-

ta
ile

d N
at

ive
-h

en
s, 

Di
am

on
d D

ov
es

, S
po

on
bil

ls,
 Ib

is,
 Pl

um
ed

 W
his

tli
ng

-
Du

ck
s, Y

ell
ow

-h
ea

de
d R

os
ell

as
, m

an
y s

m
all

 bu
sh

 la
nd

 bi
rd

s a
nd

 th
e o

cc
as

ion
al 

ra
pt

or.
 

N
o

. 
7
. 
G

u
n

i
d

g
e
r

a
 C

r
e
e
k

 (
G

u
n

e
d

r
a

 T
S
R

)

S 
30

 1
2.

29
5 

 E
 1

49
 2

1.
14

6
A s

ec
tio

n o
f G

un
idg

er
a C

re
ek

.  T
his

 ar
ea

 is
 do

m
ina

te
d b

y C
oo

lib
ah

, R
ive

r C
oo

ba
, C

um
bu

ng
i 

an
d L

ign
um

 w
ith

 th
e o

cc
as

ion
al 

Gr
ey

 Bo
x a

nd
 Re

d g
um

.

DI
RE

CT
IO

NS
 –

 Fr
om

 W
ee

 W
aa

 tr
av

el 
8.5

 km
 al

on
g 

th
e K

am
ila

ro
i H

wy
 to

wa
rd

s B
ur

re
n 

Ju
nc

tio
n.

 Th
e T

SR
 is

 on
 th

e n
or

th
er

n s
ide

 of
 th

e h
igh

wa
y a

cro
ss 

fro
m

 th
e Y

ar
ra

m
an

 co
tto

n 
gin

.

BI
RD

S 
– 

Bu
tch

er
bir

ds
, Y

ell
ow

-th
ro

at
ed

 M
ine

rs,
 R

os
ell

as
, S

ulp
hu

r-c
re

ste
d 

Co
ck

at
oo

s, 
M

ag
pie

-L
ar

ks
, P

ige
on

s a
nd

 D
ov

es
.

N
o

. 
4
. 
B

u
g

i
l
b

o
n

e
 (

P
i
n

e
)
 R

i
d

g
e

S 
30

 1
4.

77
3 

 E
 1

48
 4

8.
54

6
A r

ed
 sa

nd
y r

idg
e o

f C
yp

re
ss,

 Bi
m

bil
 Bo

x, 
Qu

ini
ne

, W
ilg

a, 
Be

lah
, B

ud
da

, a
nd

 W
ild

 O
ra

ng
e.

DI
RE

CT
IO

NS
 –

 Fr
om

 Pi
llig

a L
ag

oo
n c

on
tin

ue
 to

wa
rd

s B
ur

re
n J

nc
t a

cro
ss 

th
e fl

oo
dp

lai
ns

 
un

til
 yo

u r
ea

ch
 a 

cro
ssr

oa
d a

nd
 th

e r
ed

 sa
nd

y ‘r
idg

e’ o
n t

he
 no

rth
er

n s
ide

 of
 th

e c
ro

ssr
oa

ds
. 

Yo
u c

an
 tu

rn
 w

es
t o

nt
o t

he
 Bu

gil
bo

ne
 Si

din
g R

d a
nd

 fo
llo

w 
th

is 
alo

ng
 fo

r 1
.3k

m
 un

til
 yo

u 
re

ac
h t

he
 en

d o
f t

he
 he

av
ily

 ti
m

be
re

d r
idg

e. 
A 

few
 tr

ail
s c

ro
ss 

th
ro

ug
h t

he
 ti

m
be

r o
n t

he
 

rid
ge

 an
d t

he
se

 ca
n b

e e
xp

lor
ed

 by
 fo

ot
 or

 ve
hic

le.
 Th

es
e t

ra
ck

s l
ea

d i
nt

o p
riv

at
e p

ro
pe

rty
 

so
 pl

ea
se

 re
sp

ec
t t

he
 ow

ne
rs 

an
d s

ta
y o

n t
he

 TS
R.

BI
RD

S –
 R

ed
-c

ap
pe

d R
ob

ins
, W

hit
e-

wi
ng

ed
 Ch

ou
gh

s a
nd

 B
ro

wn
-h

ea
de

d H
on

ey
ea

te
rs,

 
Co

m
m

on
 Br

on
ze

wi
ng

s a
nd

 Bl
ue

 Bo
nn

et
 pa

rro
ts.

N
o

. 
1
. 
W

e
e
 W

a
a

 L
a

g
o

o
n

S 
30

 1
3.

69
5 

E 
14

9 
26

.5
96

Th
is 

na
tu

ra
l la

go
on

 fo
rm

ed
 w

he
n t

he
 N

am
oi 

Ri
ve

r c
ha

ng
ed

 co
ur

se
 m

an
y y

ea
rs 

ag
o a

nd
 is

 
rin

ge
d b

y l
ar

ge
 Ri

ve
r R

ed
 G

um
s, 

Sa
lly

 W
at

tle
, R

ive
r C

oo
ba

 an
d C

oo
lib

ah
. 

DI
RE

CT
IO

NS
 –

 F
ro

m
 Ya

rri
e 

La
ke

 o
r t

he
 Te

les
co

pe
 cr

os
s t

he
 w

oo
de

n 
br

idg
e 

ov
er

 th
e 

lag
oo

n t
ur

nin
g i

m
m

ed
iat

ely
 ri

gh
t i

nt
o t

he
 pa

rk
ing

 ar
ea

 on
 th

e b
an

k o
f t

he
 la

go
on

. F
ro

m
 

th
e K

am
ila

ro
i H

wy
 (M

itc
he

ll 
St

) o
r R

os
e S

t t
ur

n 
lef

t o
nt

o 
Ch

ar
les

 St
 u

nt
il y

ou
 re

ac
h 

th
e 

lag
oo

n.
 W

alk
 al

on
g t

he
 no

rth
er

n b
an

k t
o f

oll
ow

 th
e l

ag
oo

n.

BI
RD

S 
– 

Co
rm

or
an

ts,
 D

ar
te

rs,
 K

ing
fis

he
rs,

 Y
ell

ow
-th

ro
at

ed
 M

ine
rs,

 G
ala

hs
 a

nd
 

Co
ck

at
iel

s 

N
o

. 
2
. 
B

r
i
g

a
l
o

w
 C

r
e
e
k

 T
S
R

S 
30

 1
8.

76
2 

 E
 1

49
 1

7.
78

2
A d

ee
p s

an
dy

 cr
ee

k s
ur

ro
un

de
d b

y B
rig

alo
w,

 Bi
m

bil
 Bo

x, 
Pil

lig
a B

ox
, R

ou
gh

-b
ar

ke
d A

pp
le,

 
Re

d G
um

, C
ar

be
en

, W
ilg

a, 
Bu

dd
a a

nd
 W

ar
rio

r B
us

h.

DI
RE

CT
IO

NS
 –

 Fr
om

 th
e W

ee
 W

aa
 La

go
on

 cr
os

s C
ha

rle
s S

t i
nt

o 
Sh

or
t S

t, 
tu

rn
ing

 le
ft 

to
 cr

os
s t

he
 ra

ilw
ay

 li
ne

. F
oll

ow
 th

e 
Pil

lig
a 

sig
ns

 u
nt

il 
yo

u 
re

ac
h 

Br
iga

low
 C

re
ek

. P
ar

k 
on

 th
e W

ee
 W

aa
 si

de
 of

 th
e c

re
ek

. W
alk

 al
on

g 
th

e v
eh

icu
lar

 tr
ac

k t
ha

t f
oll

ow
s t

he
 cr

ee
k 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
ely

 fo
r 1

km
 un

til
 yo

u r
ea

ch
 a 

lar
ge

 (d
ry

) b
illa

bo
ng

.

BI
RD

S –
 Sp

ec
kle

d W
ar

ble
rs,

 Br
ow

n T
re

ec
re

ep
er

s, S
pin

y-
ch

ee
ke

d H
on

ey
ea

te
rs,

 Th
or

nb
ills

, 
Gr

ey
-c

ro
wn

ed
 B

ab
ble

rs 
an

d 
Ru

fo
us

 W
his

tle
rs.

 K
ee

p 
an

 e
ye

 o
ut

 fo
r 

Ko
ala

s, 
Sw

am
p 

W
all

ab
ies

 an
d g

oa
nn

as
 in

 th
is 

ar
ea

.

N
o

. 
3
. 
P

i
l
l
i
g

a
 L

a
g

o
o

n
 T

S
R

S 
30

 2
0.

81
8 

 E
 1

48
 5

2.
26

9
A 

lar
ge

 n
at

ur
al 

we
tla

nd
 su

rro
un

de
d 

by
 C

um
bu

ng
i a

nd
 L

ign
um

 w
ith

 R
ive

r R
ed

 G
um

s, 
Co

oli
ba

h,
 G

re
y B

ox
 an

d C
oo

ba
 W

at
tle

.

DI
RE

CT
IO

NS
 –

 Fr
om

 Br
iga

low
 Cr

ee
k, 

fo
llo

w 
th

e P
illi

ga
 –

 W
ee

 W
aa

 Rd
 fo

r 4
0 k

m
 un

til
 yo

u 
re

ac
h 

th
e t

ow
ns

hip
 of

 Pi
llig

a. 
Al

on
g 

th
e w

ay
 th

er
e a

re
 se

ve
ra

l s
ide

 ro
ad

s a
nd

 ar
ea

s a
nd

 
sto

p t
o l

oo
k f

or
 w

oo
dla

nd
 bi

rd
s i

n a
 va

rie
ty

 of
 ve

ge
ta

tio
n t

yp
es

. C
on

tin
ue

 th
ro

ug
h P

illi
ga

 
an

d 7
00

m
 on

 th
e w

es
te

rn
 si

de
 of

 to
wn

 tu
rn

 ri
gh

t o
nt

o t
he

 B
ur

re
n 

jun
cti

on
 ro

ad
. W

ith
in 

1.5
km

 yo
u w

ill 
cro

ss 
th

e P
illi

ga
 La

go
on

 Br
idg

e. 
Tu

rn
 im

m
ed

iat
ely

 le
ft 

on
to

 th
e T

SR
.

BI
RD

S 
– 

Au
str

ali
an

 R
ee

d-
W

ar
ble

rs,
 P

ur
ple

 S
wa

m
p 

He
ns

, 
Plu

m
-H

ea
de

d 
Fin

ch
es

, 
Va

rie
ga

te
d F

air
y W

re
ns

, S
po

on
bil

ls,
 Ib

is,
 Eg

re
ts,

 Bl
ue

 Bo
nn

et
s a

nd
 Re

d-
ru

m
pe

d P
ar

ro
ts.

©
 D

e
a

n
 I

n
g

w
e
r

s
e
n

©
 J

a
m

e
s
 F

a
r

i
s

©
 J

a
m

e
s
 F

a
r

i
s

©
 J

a
m

e
s
 F

a
r

i
s

©
 P

r
u

e
 H

e
w

i
t

t
©

 D
e
a

n
 I

n
g

w
e
r

s
e
n


