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TSR'S & AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Agricultural and rural areas are important in the conservation of many plant
and animal communities. Remnant vegetation and revegetation plantings on
properties, road verges, travelling stock routes, creek lines and inland rivers
along with natural and artificial wetlands, dams and channels are common in
many agricultural areas.

These areas support many bird species within agricultural landscapes;
emphasizing the importance of these areas in conserving bird communities
by providing suitable foraging, water points and nesting habitat. Additionally
they also provide linkages across the wider landscape by allowing dispersal and
movement through vegetation corridors.

OTHER SPECIES ENCOUNTERED

During your travels you may encounter Eastern Grey Kangaroos, Goanna’s,
Bearded Dragons, Blue-tongue lizards and Shingleback skinks. You may even
observe a Swamp Wallaby, Red-necked Wallaby or Koala along some of the more
heavily timbered creek lines or even the seldom-seen Black-striped Wallaby in
the Brigalow woodlands.

ABORIGINAL SCARRED TREE
© JAMES FARIS

ABORIGINAL OCCUPATION

The Gamilaraay (Kamilaroi) people have occupied this area for thousands of
years. The floodplains and red sandy ridges support a diverse range of plants
and animal species many of which were used for food, making canoes, tools
and food preparation utensils, shelter, ceremony and trading. Many species of
plants and animals were consumed. The river, lagoons and billabongs provided
water, food and trees for canoes, and the red sandy ridges provided food as well
as higher and dryer camping sites during wet years and floods. Evidence of their
past occupation can still be found around some of the waterholes and on the red
ridges in the form of scarred and carved trees, and the occasional stone tool.
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WESTERN NAMOI FLOODPLAIN

The alluvial floodplains of the lower Namoi River and the sandy ridges of the
Pilliga Sandstones Outwash form a structurally and floristically diverse range of
habitats and communities.

The floodplains typically have an open canopy of various Eucalyptus species, a
sparse shrub layer and a continuous ground cover of grasses, forbs and herbs.
The Pilliga Outwash woodlands in this area are dominated by a denser canopy
of various Box, Red Gums and Ironbarks, with a sub-canopy and shrub layer
intermixed with grasses and herbs.

The area encompassed in this brochure covers nearly 315,000 hectares and 182
species of hirds have been recorded here. Species range from small woodland
dependant species to the Emu's of the plains to the raptors of the grassy
woodlands to the parrots, cockatoos and waterbirds of the river and creeks.

All GPS location coordinates are based upon the WGS84 GDA94 datum and
given in decimal degrees.

Distances given are approximations only. Please refer to the bird route signs,
directions, map and GPS coordinates for more information.

Camping is prohibited on TSRs without prior approval and a permit from the
local Rural Lands Protection Board office. Please contact either the Narrabri
RLPB on 02 6792 2533, or the Walgett RLPB on 02 6828 1047.

Please contact the local tourist information centre or the local police stations
for information on road conditions and closures.
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