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Natural Values

Whilst the present lake is an artificial water body, and surrounded 
by urban development, it is a significant wetland site and provides 
important habitat for wetland, woodland and open country bird 
species including several threatened and migratory species (refer 
to Species List). Two islands created at the southern end of the lake 
provide roosting and nesting habitat for many species particularly 
egrets and ibis.

The vegetation of the lake is dominated by various Eucalypt and 
Acacia species around the margins and foreshore and reed beds of 
Cumbungi (Typha orientalis), Common Reed (Phragmites australis) and 
Jointed Twig-rush (Baumea articulata) and vegetation mats of Slender 
Knotweed (Persicaria decipens) grow out into the lake. Mature Bimble 
Box (Eucalyptus populnea subsp. bimbil) trees growing around the lake 
indicate higher ground and provide nesting hollows for birds and other 
fauna.

The Islands

The Islands provide a safe refuge and support the nesting of several 
egret species and Australian White Ibis. Nankeen Night Herons, 
cormorants and darters also roost here.

Weir

The elevated weir wall provides a good perching and diving platform 
for darters and cormorants. Egrets are also regularly seen fishing from 
here.

ROYAL SPOONBILL 

© Roy Peachey 2010 www.birdlife.org.au

BLACK SWAN WHISTLING KITE 

© James Faris

© Lindsay Cooke 2012 www.birdlife.org.au

MAGPIE GOOSE 

Persicaria Mats 

Dense mats of Slender Knotweed (Persicaria decipiens) provide 
excellent cover and feeding sites for Magpie Geese, Purple Swamphen, 
ibis and spoonbills etc.

Cumbungi and Phragmites reed beds

These reed beds provide good habitat in the way of nesting sites, food 
resources and refuge for fairy-wrens, reed warblers, grassbirds, snipe, 
crakes, rails and swamphens as well as weaver finches. Narrow channels 
of open water provide feeding opportunities and offer good cover for 
many duck species and other water birds.

Mudflats and Open Water

Mudflats exposed on the edges of open water provide plant and 
invertebrate food resources for several species of ducks, lapwings, 
dotterels and waterfowl. Shallow to deeper open water provides habitat 
for small fish and frogs upon which spoonbills and pelicans feed.

Eucalypts, Acacias and adjacent open grasslands 

The strip of trees along the lake foreshore and surrounds offer roosting, 
nesting and foraging sites for a suite of parrots and cockatoos species, 
honeyeaters, raptors, babblers and other woodland / open country 
species. Several duck species and other waterfowl use the grass banks 
and playing fields for foraging.
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