
Ratites
Em

u

Pheasants and Q
uail

Brow
n Q

uail

D
ucks, G

eese and Sw
ans

Plum
ed W

histling D
uck

Black Sw
an

Australian W
ood D

uck
G

rey Teal
Pacific Black D

uck
H

ardhead

G
rebes

Australasian G
rebe

G
reat Crested G

rebe

Pigeons and D
oves

Com
m

on Bronzew
ing

Crested Pigeon
D

iam
ond D

ove
Peaceful D

ove
Bar-shouldered D

ove

Frogm
ouths

Taw
ny Frogm

outh

O
w

let-nightjars
Australian O

w
let-N

ightjar

Sw
ifts and Sw

iftlets
W

hite-throated N
eedletail

Fork-Tailed Sw
ift

D
arter

Australian D
arter

Corm
orants and Shags

Little Pied Corm
orant

G
reat Corm

orant
Little Black Corm

orant
Pied Corm

orant

Pelican
Australian Pelican

Storks
Black-necked Stork*

H
erons, Egrets and Bitterns

W
hite-necked H

eron
G

reat Egret
Interm

ediate Egret
Cattle Egret
W

hite-faced H
eron

Little Egret
N

ankeen N
ight-H

eron

Ibis and Spoonbills
G

lossy Ibis
Australian W

hite Ibis
Straw

-necked Ibis
Royal Spoonbill
Yellow

-billed Spoonbill

Eagles, Kites, G
oshaw

ks and 
O

sprey
Black-shouldered Kite
Square-tailed Kite*
W

histling Kite
Brow

n G
oshaw

k
Spotted H

arrier*
W

edge-tailed Eagle

Falcons
N

ankeen Kestrel
Brow

n Falcon
H

obby
Black Falcon*

Crakes, Rails and 
Sw

am
phens

Purple Sw
am

phen
Australian Spotted Crake
Black-tailed N

ative-hen
D

usky M
oorhen

Eurasian Coot

Stilts and A
vocets

Black-w
inged Stilt

Red-necked Avocet

Plovers, D
otterel and 

Lapw
ings

Black-fronted D
otterel

Red-kneed D
otterel

M
asked Lapw

ing

Button-quail
Painted Button-quail

G
ulls, Terns, N

oddies
W

hiskered Tern
Silver G

ull

Cockatoos and Corellas
G

lossy-black Cockatoo*
G

alah
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Cockatiel

Parrots, Lorikeets, Rosellas
Red-w

inged Parrot
Superb Parrot*
Eastern Rosella
Pale-headed Rosella
Australian Ringneck
Blue Bonnet
Red-rum

ped Parrot
Budgerigar

Cuckoos
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
Fan-tailed Cuckoo

H
aw

k-O
w

ls
Barking O

w
l*

Southern Boobook

Tree Kingfishers
Laughing Kookaburra
Red-backed Kingfisher
Sacred Kingfisher

Bee-eaters , D
ollarbird

Rainbow
 Bee-eater

D
ollarbird

Treecreepers
W

hite-throated Treecreeper
Brow

n Treecreeper*

Bow
erbirds

Spotted Bow
erbird

Fairy-w
rens

Superb Fairy-w
ren

W
hite-w

inged Fairy-w
ren

Variegated Fairy-w
ren

Thornbills and G
erygones

Speckled W
arbler*

W
eebill

W
estern G

ergone
W

hite-throated G
erygone

Striated Thornbill
Yellow

 Thornbill
Yellow

-rum
ped Thornbill

Buff-rum
ped Thornbill

Inland Thornbill

Pardalotes
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote

H
oneyeaters and Chats

Yellow
-faced H

oneyeater
Singing H

oneyeater
W

hite-eared H
oneyeater

W
hite-plum

ed H
oneyeater

N
oisy M

iner
Yellow

-throated M
iner

Spiny-cheeked H
oneyeater

Red W
attle-bird

Brow
n H

oneyeater
Blue-faced H

oneyeater
N

oisy Friarbird
Little Friarbird
Striped H

oneyeater
Painted H

oneyeater*

A
ustralian Babblers

G
rey-crow

ned Babbler*
W

hite-brow
ed Babbler

Cuckoo-shrikes, Trillers
Black-faced Cuckooshrike
W

hite-bellied Cuckooshrike
W

hite-w
inged Triller

W
histlers, Shrike-thrushes 

and A
llies

G
olden W

histler
Rufous W

histler
G

rey Shrike-thrush

O
rioles and Figbirds

O
live-backed O

riole

W
oodsw

allow
s, Curraw

ongs, 
Butcherbirds and M

agpies
W

hite-breasted W
oodsw

allow
M

asked W
oodsw

allow
W

hite-brow
ed W

oodsw
allow

G
rey Butcherbird

Pied Butcherbird
Australian M

agpie
Pied Curraw

ong

Fantails
G

rey Fantail
W

illie W
agtail

Crow
s and Ravens

Australian Raven
Little Raven

M
onarchs and Flycatchers

Restless Flycatcher
M

agpie-lark

Chough and A
postlebird

W
hite-w

inged Chough
A

postlebird

A
ustralian Robins

Jacky W
inter

Red-capped Robin
Eastern Yellow

 Robin

Larks
H

orsfields Bushlark

Cisticolas
G

olden-headed Cisticola

Reed-W
arblers

Australian Reed-W
arbler

G
rassbirds

Little G
rassbird

Rufous Songlark
Brow

n Songlark

True Babblers
Silvereye

Sw
allow

s and M
artins

W
elcom

e Sw
allow

Fairy M
artin

Tree M
artin

Starlings
Com

m
on Starling+

Com
m

on M
yna+

Flow
erpeckers

M
istletoebird

W
eaver Finches

D
ouble-barred Finch

Plum
-headed Finch

D
iam

ond Firetail*
H

ouse Sparrow

Pipits, W
agtails

Australasian Pipit

Taxonom
ic O

rder based upon 
Christidis and Boles (2008).

Christidis L. and Boles W
.E. (2008). 

System
atics and Taxonom

y 
of A

ustralian Birds. CSIRO
 

Publishing.

* Threatened Species
+ Introduced Species

D
ata sourced from

 Birdata Atlas 
(2013), Erem

aea Birds Atlas 
database (2013), Pilliga Forest Bird 
O

bservers records (2010-2013), 
N

SW
 O

EH
 N

SW
 Atlas of W

ildlife

BIRD LIST
YA

RR
IE

 L
AK

E
BI

RD
 L

IS
T

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n

Ya
rr

ie
 L

ak
e 

is
 a

n 
im

po
rt

an
t 

ec
ol

og
ic

al
, 

cu
ltu

ra
l, 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 a

nd
 r

ec
re

at
io

na
l 

si
te

 f
or

 l
oc

al
s 

an
d 

vi
si

to
rs

 to
 th

e 
N

ar
ra

br
i a

nd
 W

ee
 W

aa
 re

gi
on

.

Th
e 

la
ke

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
ha

bi
ta

t 
an

d 
re

fu
ge

 f
or

 o
ve

r 
a 

hu
nd

re
d 

an
d 

fif
ty

 n
at

iv
e 

bi
rd

 s
pe

ci
es

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 

se
ve

ra
l 

th
re

at
en

ed
 s

pe
ci

es
, 

in
 a

 l
ar

ge
ly

 c
le

ar
ed

 
ag

ric
ul

tu
ra

l 
la

nd
sc

ap
e.

 
Bi

rd
s 

fo
un

d 
re

gu
la

rly
 

he
re

 r
an

ge
 f

ro
m

 w
oo

dl
an

d 
de

pe
nd

an
t 

sp
ec

ie
s 

to
 t

ho
se

 w
hi

ch
 p

re
fe

r 
w

et
la

nd
s. 

M
an

y 
sp

ec
ie

s 
of

 
bi

rd
s 

ar
e 

al
so

 m
ig

ra
to

ry
 o

r 
no

m
ad

ic
 a

nd
 m

ov
e 

ac
ro

ss
 t

he
 l

an
ds

ca
pe

 i
n 

re
sp

on
se

 t
o 

ch
an

gi
ng

 
fo

od
 r

es
ou

rc
es

 o
r 

to
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

t 
ra

in
fa

ll 
ev

en
ts

. 
M

an
y 

na
tiv

e 
m

am
m

al
, 

re
pt

ile
 a

nd
 a

m
ph

ib
ia

n 
sp

ec
ie

s, 
se

ve
ra

l o
f w

hi
ch

 a
re

 a
ls

o 
th

re
at

en
ed

, a
re

 
al

so
 fo

un
d 

he
re

. 

Cu
ltu

ra
l V

al
ue

s
W

at
er

w
ay

s 
fe

at
ur

e 
he

av
ily

 
in

 
th

e 
tr

ad
iti

on
al

 
cu

ltu
ra

l 
pr

ac
tic

es
, 

st
or

ie
s 

an
d 

so
ng

s 
of

 
th

e 
G

am
ila

ra
ay

 
N

at
io

n.
 

To
da

y 
th

ey
 

st
ill

 
pr

ov
id

e 
a 

sp
iri

tu
al

 
an

d 
ph

ys
ic

al
 

co
nn

ec
tio

n 
to

 
th

ei
r 

tr
ad

iti
on

s, 
co

un
tr

y 
an

d 
cu

ltu
re

. S
em

i-p
er

m
an

en
t 

w
at

er
 b

od
ie

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
Ya

rr
ie

 L
ak

e 
ar

e 
tr

ad
iti

on
al

ly
 

im
po

rt
an

t 
fo

r 
pr

ov
id

in
g 

w
at

er
, 

fo
od

, 
m

at
er

ia
l 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
an

d 
ca

m
p 

si
te

s. 
A

bo
rig

in
al

 o
cc

up
at

io
n 

of
 t

he
 g

en
er

al
 a

re
a 

is
 e

vi
de

nc
ed

 b
y 

sc
ar

re
d 

tr
ee

s, 
st

on
e 

im
pl

em
en

ts
, 

op
en

 
ca

m
p 

si
te

s 
an

d 
ce

re
m

on
ia

l 
gr

ou
nd

s. 
Ya

rr
ie

 L
ak

e 
an

d 
its

 
su

rr
ou

nd
in

gs
 r

efl
ec

t 
th

is
 o

ng
oi

ng
 c

on
ne

ct
io

n 
to

 
Co

un
tr

y 
th

e 
G

am
ila

ra
ay

 L
an

gu
ag

e,
 w

hi
ch

 is
 u

se
d 

in
 th

e 
na

m
in

g 
of

 n
um

er
ou

s 
lo

ca
l n

at
ur

al
 fe

at
ur

es
 

an
d 

su
rr

ou
nd

in
g 

lo
ca

lit
ie

s 
an

d 
pr

op
er

tie
s.

VA
RI

EG
AT

ED
 F

A
IR

Y 
W

RE
N

H
is

to
ri

ca
l

Si
nc

e 
th

e 
ea

rly
 1

88
0’

s 
th

e 
ar

ea
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

kn
ow

n 
as

 Y
ar

rie
 L

ak
e 

an
d 

th
e 

ar
ea

 w
as

 fo
rm

al
ly

 g
az

et
te

d 
in

 1
89

6 
as

 a
 w

at
er

in
g 

re
se

rv
e 

fo
r 

liv
es

to
ck

 a
nd

 
m

an
ag

ed
 

by
 

th
e 

Pa
st

ur
e 

Pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
Bo

ar
d.

 
D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
ea

rly
 1

90
0’

s s
m

al
l p

ar
ce

ls
 o

f l
an

d 
w

er
e 

se
t 

as
id

e 
fo

r 
a 

pu
bl

ic
 s

ch
oo

l 
an

d 
fo

r 
th

e 
Ya

rr
ie

 
La

ke
 h

al
l. 

Fr
om

 th
e 

m
id

 to
 la

te
 tw

en
tie

th
 c

en
tu

ry
 

th
e 

ar
ea

 w
as

 p
ro

cl
ai

m
ed

 a
s 

a 
re

se
rv

e 
fo

r 
pu

bl
ic

 
re

cr
ea

tio
n 

an
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
of

 n
at

iv
e 

flo
ra

 
an

d 
fa

un
a.

  
To

da
y 

th
e 

la
ke

 i
s 

m
an

ag
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

Ya
rr

ie
 L

ak
e 

Tr
us

t a
nd

 is
 u

se
d 

by
 a

ll 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f t
he

 
pu

bl
ic

 f
or

 w
at

er
 s

ki
in

g,
 c

am
pi

ng
, b

ird
 w

at
ch

in
g 

an
d 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 c
ul

tu
ra

l e
du

ca
tio

n.

Ac
ce

ss
Ya

rr
ie

 L
ak

e 
is

 lo
ca

te
d 

28
km

s 
fr

om
 N

ar
ra

br
i o

ff 
th

e 
Ya

rr
ie

 L
ak

e 
Ro

ad

Th
e 

tu
rn

 o
ff 

is
 l

oc
at

ed
 3

km
s 

w
es

t 
of

 A
us

tr
al

ia
 

Te
le

sc
op

e.
 C

on
tin

ue
 d

ow
n 

th
is

 r
oa

d 
fo

r 
ap

pr
ox

 
3k

m
s 

th
en

 tu
rn

 ri
gh

t o
nt

o 
a 

di
rt

 ro
ad

 s
ig

np
os

te
d 

to
 Y

ar
rie

 L
ak

e,
 th

is
 ro

ad
 g

oe
s 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
ed

ge
 o

f 
th

e 
la

ke
. s

N
ar

ra
br

i S
hi

re
 V

is
ito

r I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ce

nt
re

02
 6

79
9 

67
60

w
w

w
.v

is
itn

ar
ra

br
i.c

om
.a

u

Br
oc

hu
re

 im
ag

es
 s

up
pl

ie
d 

by
 Ja

m
es

 F
ar

is
 ©



Hydrology, Geology and Vegetation

Yarrie Lake is a natural wetland located approximately 27km from 
Narrabri and 22km from Wee Waa by road. It is a shallow, roughly 
circular water body about 820 metres in diameter. The lake is 2.5 
metres deep near the centre and becomes shallower towards the 
shore edges. The lake is filled entirely by overland flows, following 
large rainfall events, from a drainage line to the south of the lake. 
Yarrie Lake can hold water for many years but following prolonged 
drought the lake may become completely dry.

Yarrie Lake is the largest of several circular water features found in 
the area. Others include Belah and Round Swamps to the north and 
Jones Lagoon to the east. Many theories exist as to the origin of 
these circular water bodies from meteorite impacts to being large 
gilgais (natural circular depressions in heavy soil). However, the lake 
is most likely an old wetland or waterhole from an ancient creek line 
or paeleochannel which formed part of the Pilliga outwash drainage 
system that flows into the Namoi River. 

Whatever the true origin of the lake it has become enlarged and 
circular though constant wind and wave action over many, many 
years. Buried beneath the present land surface to the north east of 
the lake are ancient sand dunes or lunettes created by windblown 
sand over long periods of time. These lunettes have been dated to 
around 13,000 years BP, towards the end of the last ice-age, and 
indicate that the area was once far more dry and arid with open grass 
and low shrublands dominating the vegetation. 

This is in stark contrast to today where the lake is surrounded by native 
woodlands comprised of several distinct vegetation communities. 
The higher red sandy ground is dominated by White Cypress Pine, 
Bimble and Pilliga box, Wilga and Whitewood. The heavier soils 
support mixed stands of Belah, scattered gum and box trees and 
small patches of Brigalow. The foreshores of the lake support River 
Red Gums and Blakely’s Red Gum while the swampier, wetter areas 
support reed beds of Cumbungi and Phragmites.

GREY–CROWNED BABBLER

Zebra Finch

Wetlands

The wetlands are found to the south east of the lake where the 
drainage-line empties into the lake. The wetland areas, open 
paddocks and adjoining woodlands create a complex ecotone where 
many species of birds are able to coexist in a relatively small area. 
Reed beds, mudflats, cleared farm land and timbered woodland 
all converge here and provide habitat and feeding areas for small 
woodland birds, parrots, waterfowl and waders,  crakes, native hens, 
finches, wrens  and birds of prey.

Lake

When the lake is full, the open water is a good place to observe many 
waterfowl species including ducks, cormorants, grebes, pelicans, 
swans, and occasionally terns and gulls. As the lake dries during 
droughts, and the water recedes, the open expanses of muddy flats 
provide excellent feeding areas for dotterels, stilts, egrets, spoonbills, 
ibis and other waterfowl.

Woodlands

The woodlands surrounding the lake extend from dense timber close 
to the lake shore to more open woodlands of Bimble Box and Wilga to 
the north and east. A complex woodland structure of mature canopy 
trees, understorey trees and shrubs, and groundcover provide a range 
of nesting, roosting and foraging habitats for woodland and open 
country species. Many parrot, grassland, and raptor species are found 
in the more open areas while the more densely timbered patches 
support the smaller woodland dependant species such as doves, 
button-quail, robins, cuckoos, honeyeaters, thornbills, whistlers and 
babblers.
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